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Ma Hailun moved to New York in 2013 to study BFA Photography and then
MPS Fashion Photography at the School of Visual Arts. Six and a half thousand
miles from home - the mountainous Chinese province of Xinjilang - the city
was a world unlike anything shed known before. Studying within the Western
art school system was formative, encouraging her to look to her own cultural
upbringing for Inspiration. She has already appeared In nearly a dozen
exhibitions, both individual and group shows, in a variety of venues, from New
York to Miami to Mumbal and her native China. Just as impressive, her work
has been featured and she herself has been profiled In many important
publications, Including NYLON, New York Magazine, 1-D magazine, and
Artinfo.

Hallun Ma 1s one of the most Influential emerging photographers in China
among the new generation. In the past three years, Hailun Ma has held four
solo exhibitions at Gaotai Gallery (Urumgqi), Mine Project (Hong Kong), Alter
(Shanghai), and listed in photo collections of many art museums and
institutions in China, including X Museum(Beijing), Guangshe Photography Art
Center (Beijing), Dong Gallery (Shanghai) and M WODDS (Beijing).
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Be There Design Festival, &t » 2018
Photographing the female, 32 » 2017

MARYMARY project » Jifi%s » 2016;
FEATURED & INTERVIEW

- TMagazine China 2022

- Instyle Magazine 2021

- VOGUE China -+ 2021

- NYLON China, 2019

- Ming s HK, 2018

- NYLON China, 2018

- [t Nice That, 2018

- The Metal Magazine, 2018

- The New Yorker, Photobooth, 2018
- Nylon Magazine online, April 2017
- New York Magazine Bridal Issue cover story, March 2017
- 1.D magazine, Feb 2017




SOLO EXHIBITION

Solo Exhibition,” Uruklyn” ,Gaotai Gallery, Urumgqi, 2021

Joint Exhibition > “SHE/POSITION " Mine Project Gallery » Hongkong » 2021
Joint Exhibition » “Gravity and Rainbow” Alter Gallery » Shanghai » 2019
Solo Exhibition * “Hometown” Gaotai Gallery » Urumai » 2019

GROUP EXHIBITION

- The Endless Garment,X Museum ° Beljing » 2022

- Tradition@Present: Timeless Style of Chinese Ethnic Attire, Group exhibition, Nantong
Textile Museum, Nantong, China, 2022

- Guangzhou Contemporary Art Fair (1st/2nd), Guangzhou, China, 2020-2021

- Infiltrate Slowly, Group exhibition, Wuhan, China, Nov 2021

- Dancing with Xinjiang, Group exhibition, MWOODS, Beljing, China, July 2021

- Photography of Northwest China since 1870, Group exhibition, MOCA YIN CHUAN,
Yinchuan, China, June 2021

- PHOTOFAIRS SHANGHAI, Shanghai, China, Nov 2021

- WUHAN PHOTO ART FAIR (2nd), Wuhan, China, Nov 2020

- Runaway World 2020, Group exhibition, Gaotal Gallery, Urumaqi, China, 2020

- Be There Design Festival, Hongkong, Dec 2018

- Photographing the female, Studio Sonam, True School of Music Lower Parel . Mumbal, April
2017

- MARYMARY project at Miami project Booth No.366 625, Miami project, December 2016

FEATURED & INTERVIEW

- TMagazine China 2022

- Instyle Magazine 2021

- VOGUE China -+ 2021

- NYLON China, 2019

- Ming s HK, 2018

- NYLON China, 2018

- It Nice That, 2018

- The Metal Magazine, 2018

- The New Yorker, Photobooth, 2018
- Nylon Magazine online, April 2017
- New York Magazine Bridal Issue cover story, March 2017
- 1.D magazine, Feb 2017
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Uruklyn 1s the latest series of works by Haillun Ma since 2021,
Including a public project to take portraits of city dwellers in
Xinjlang and an art photography project alming to express the
street culture of local youth.

The creation of the Uruklyn series originated from Ma s 8-
year experience of studying and living in Brooklyn, after
leaving her hometown city Urumaql at the age of 18.

Uruklyn 18 a combination of the city name of Urumqgl and
Brooklyn. In Hailun' s eyes, Urumqgi and Brooklyn have a lot
In common: diverse, Inclusive, and have a strong trace of
street culture. When Hailunn arrived for the first time in New
York, she feels a sense of hometown though the language 1s
not yet fluent.

After returning to China in 2018, Hailun turned her attention
to the ordinary people In Xinjlang. From the first series

“Hometown”~ to the most recent series Uruklyn, Hailun has
successiully and creatively integrated her childhood memories,
New York experience, and professional fashion photography
educational background into her photos.

Ma Hailun said:” I grew up in Xinjiang, and the deepest
impression about this land 1s that In summer here, the
ultraviolet rays are extremely strong, making everything
bright and colorful. At the same time, Xinjiang 1s a place
where civilizations blend together. The folk custom 1s very
unique. Every weekend, my parents take me on horseback
riding In the mountains. These really stimulate your
imagination and expressiveness.” Hailun' s creative works
also open a new window for the viewers to approach Xinjang
and help them understand this region in a new perspective.
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R~ : 60x40cm/120x80cm
HEH : 2021

BRET © 4+6+1AP

RMB : 12800-32000

Title: Uruklyn

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 60x40cm/120x80cm
Date: 2021

Edition: 4+6+1AP

UsSD : 2000-5000
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R~F : 60x40cm/120x80cm
HEH : 2021

RRET @ 446+1AP

RMB : 12800-32000

Title: Uruklyn

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 60x40cm/120x80cm
Date: 2021

Edition: 4+6+1AP

USD : 2000-5000
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HER : 2021
*knot for sale

Title: Hometown Girl
Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 120x80cm

Date: 2021
*knot for sale
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“My parents are both Han Chinese who grew up
In Southern Xinjiang. I also grew up In a multi-

ethnic family compound that belonged to a TV
station. I was fascinated by my Uyghur
neighbors when I was young, especlally the
unique beauty of their daily lives.”

—MA HAILUN
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“My parents are both Han Chinese who grew up in Southern Xinjiang. I also grew up in a multi-ethnic family
compound that belonged to a TV station. I was fascinated by my Uyghur neighbors when I was young, especially the
unique beauty of their daily lives.”  Hailun Ma returned to Xinjiang in 2018 and decided to use her lens to record
the beautiful “hometown” from her memory. With the help of her family, Hailun visited many villages around
Kashgar, Akqgl, and Xayar.When talking about how she drew inspiration from her hometown, Hailun commented:

‘T am familiar and in love with everything about Xinjiang, which, in turn, profoundly affects my works. Xinjiang
has a unique color. The color 1s shiny and bright with a high degree of saturation and a little sparking under the
Sun. ;Fhese factors exert an impact on how I shoot my photos and choose my colors because this is the world In my
eyes.

Artists and photographers are apt to heavy feelings when presenting themes like her hometown. Her works do not
carry that heaviness, yet reveal her emotions and attitudes. Although she did not experience the changes in her
hometown within a decade, the “Hometown  photos kept pace with the times owing to her irreplaceable
experiences.

When talking about the anecdotes from her childhood, Hailun always impresses us with specific details: “Aunties in
our neighborhood always hid the money in their stockings. I could always tell whether aunties from upstairs went
out or not based on the smell of perfume.” In her exhibition “Hometown” , Hailun has captured the unique yet
easily overlooked experiences of the multi-ethnic compact lives in Xinjiang through her lens and presented the
photos In a beautiful and respectful way.

While photographs of Xinjiang s Uyghur population have become a flashpoint for discussions of human rights in
recent months, Ma hopes to add more nuance to the wider world s understanding of Urumgi and Uyghur culture
from the perspective of street-level fashion. “My hometown is so different from New York City, even from most
other cities in China,” she says, adding: “I want people to know this place and love it as I do, to feel it as I feel.
And that' s also what photography means to me — to share a memory, share a new place, a culture, a lifestyle, or
even a piece of clothing.”

A\ '}\



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/oct/22/from-denial-to-pride-how-china-changed-its-language-on-xinjiangs-camps
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Title: Hometown

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 59x50cm/100x83cm
Date: 2018

Sold Out



B} : 00066-0086 1T + dINY

de1+9+¥ “qoﬂ%%% ; mmwm NMMM deT+9+v : 1M 8107 : HiH

aYe : WOGEXEY,/WO09XGY [
WOEEXEY,/WOIXCY UOISUSWI(] ! 1

TULIJ 10035[U]  :WINIPOIN g - My

WMOOWOY  ONL Syp : umd)

.




F

WV N LU

: 45x60cm/69x99¢cm
: 2018

» 4+6+1ap
1 12800-32000

!

'
rE'
’ "‘

:

! .
i3

1

.

'

tn e

4

=

Title: Hometown

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 45x60cm/69x99¢cm
Date: 2018

Edition: 4+6+1ap

USD: 2000-5000
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1 12800-32000

Title: Hometown

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 45x60cm/69x99¢cm
Date: 2018

Edition: 4+6+1ap

USD: 2000-5000
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Title: Hometown

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 45x60cm/69x99¢cm
Date: 2018

Edition: 4+6+1ap

USD: 2000-5000
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Title: Hometown

Medium: Inkjet Print
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Edition: 4+6+1ap
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Title: Hometown

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 45x60cm/69x99¢cm
Date: 2018

Edition: 4+6+1ap

USD: 2000-5000
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Title: Hometown

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 45x60cm/69x99¢cm
Date: 2018

Edition: 4+6+1ap

USD: 2000-5000



2018-2019

X RR AR Y o 2R T A SO R 2 2 LA BB 2 L
HIfE RAREN SR » AR 2 £ A SN PR S A =M
AHIPRAY -

“These photos not only demonstrate the theme of
‘hometown’ but also challenge the conservative

concepts” regarding gender temperament within the
region.
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RMB : 12800-32000

Title: Xinjiang Football Girl
Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 45x60cm/69x99¢m
Date: 2018

Edition: 4+6-+1ap

Price:

USD : 2000-5000
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RMB : 12800-32000

Title: Xinjiang Football Girl
Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 45x60cm/69x99%cm
Date: 2018

Edition: 4+6+1ap

Price:

USD : 2000-5000
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Title: MALIK

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 28x43cm
Date: 2019

Edition: 10

Price: RMB 9600-19200



L=

B s e
- e
i




o 98 2F I
XINJIANG COW

2019




dSN 000G-000g 92l del+9+p ‘UOIPH
6107 018 W2.9X0QT ‘UOTSUSTII( JULLJ 18(3U] :TUNIPSJN SK0GMOD SURIUTY ]I,

0007€-0083T : GINY deT+9-+¥ : KExy
6107 : HEH wWoL9X00T = o N2 - My H-p sk - 1)




BN, - FTIEAF MR 2R R~F : 100x67cm HEY : 2019 FREL : 4+6+1ap RMB : 12800-32000
Title: Xinjiang Cowboys Medium: Inkjet Print Dimension: 100x67cm Date: 2019
Edition: 4+6+1ap Price: 2000-5000 USD
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VESG « BBy M 2R R~ : 100x67cm HEF : 2019 Fr# : 44+6+1ap RMB : 12800-32000
Title: Xinjiang Cowboys Medium: Inkjet Print Dimension: 100x67cm Date: 2019
Edition: 4+6+1ap Price: 2000-5000 USD
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Title: Xinjiang Cowboys Medium: Inkjet Print Dimension: 100x67cm Date: 2019
Edition: 4+6+1ap Price: 2000-5000 USD
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Title: Xinjlang Cowboys Medium: Inkjet Print Dimension: 100x67cm Date: 2019
Edition: 4+6+1ap Price: 2000-5000 USD



!
A 5
!
5
it
e
A
'
‘ ’ . .l
| 1
% ;
y . ~‘
Kl
\
[
\\
‘\‘ U

VES: AT Mk 2R R~F : 100x67cm HER : 2019 FR#EX : 4+6+1ap RMB : 12800-32000
Title: Xinjiang Cowboys Medium: Inkjet Print Dimension: 100x67cm Date: 2019
Edition: 4+6+1ap Price: 2000-5000 USD
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Title: Kazakh Bride

Medium: Inkjet Print
Dimension: 59x50cm100x83cm
Date: 2019

Edition:3/3+2ap

Price :2000-4000
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GAOTAI GALLERY

Gallery Contact [HjJEFHEL

FHA : Musa S &
15501010126 ( Wechat/#(Z )
musa@gaotaigallery.com
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i GAOTAI GALLERY

Gaotal 1s the first International art center and contemporary art gallery In
Xinjlang, China. As a social enterprise, Gaotal alms to promote cross-regional
and cross-cultural dialogue between local and international artists through
major exhibitions, public forum, and other soclial events.

Founded by Xing Musa Ma in 2019, who was born and grew up Xinjiang and
has has previously studied and worked in Bejing, Dubal, Geneva and NYC. As
a member of Schwarzman Scholars, Musa hosts a master degree 1n global
affairs from Tsinghua University.

GAOTAI currently represents artists from both China and regions along the
anclent silk road, features works revolve around environmental, cultural, and
gender concerns.

Major Events and Exhibitions of GAOTAI
2019 - 2020

Co- hostlng The Art and Sustamablhty Forum

in Beijing with participated artists from 18 Participating Photofairs Elise Morin ( France)
countries BEE ¥ T HXE ISP EFHIK S Shanghai 2019 Waste Landscapes
REBEH ARG 5% BT 12.01,2019 - 02.01,2020
— mmlzozo fﬁm
RUNAWAYWORI.D IFEANERE
S
pny FESAE RS %
—— : srmesrs BB
et =ae s h R it e mmerwives emecae o 2
Exhibitions Online Event during the

Quarantine Time for more



